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▪ “minor minerals” means building stones, 
gravel, ordinary clay, ordinary sand other 
than sand used for prescribed purposes, and 
any other mineral which the Central 
Government may, by notification in the 
Official Gazette, declare to be a minor 
mineral; 

▪ “mining operations” means any operations 
undertaken for the purpose of winning any 
mineral;



▪ The mining (Chugaan) season starts from 1st

October and ends on 31st May.

▪ Chugaan in reserve forest area is performed 
by the user agency viz. Uttarakhand Forest 
Development Corporation.

▪ Chugaan in RF is done by the user agency 
only after taking all necessary permissions 
from MoEFCC such as FC Clearance, EC, 
Wildlife clearance  (if needed).



▪ In Kumaon zone there are five rivers (viz. Gaula,
Nandhor, Kosi, Dabka and Sharda) where chugaan is
being done by Uttarakhand Forest Development
Corporation.

▪ In terms of volume of RBM extracted & amount of
revenue generated Gaula is the biggest river of
Uttarakhand and Nandhor is the second biggest river of
Uttarakhand.

▪ 7500 vehicles enter Gaula river everyday for
transporting RBM, similarly 3000 vehicles enter
Nandhor river everyday.

▪ Forest department collects Transit fee & Road Fee from
these vehicle owners (purchasers) under statute of
State Govt.



Hand picking of minor 
minerals in Kumaun

Sl. 
No.

Name 
of the 
river

Name 
of forest
division

Name of 
district

Total sale of 
RBM in M3 (in 

lacs) 
2021-22

Total sale of 
RBM in M3 (in 

lacs) 
2022-23

1 Gaula Tarai East Nainital 38.60 29.25

2 Kosi Tarai
West

Nainital 6.31 4.97

3 Dabka Tarai
West

Nainital 1.67 0.84

4 Sharda Haldwani Champawat 2.65 2.16

5 Nandhor Tarai East Nainital & 
US Nagar

7.02 5.32



▪ In Garhwal zone there are five rivers (viz. 
Swarna, Jakhan, Rawasan, Kotawali & Ganga) 
where chugaan is being done by Uttarakhand
Forest Development Corporation.

▪ Chugaaan in River rawasan is divided into two 
parts Rawasan1 & Rawasan 2 whereas 
chugaaan in river Ganga is divided in 4 parts 
viz. Ganga Bhogpur, Ganga bishanpur, Ganga 
shyampur, Ganga chidiyapur.



Hand picking of minor minerals in 
Garhwal

Sl. 
No

.

Name of 
the river

Name of 
forest

division

Name of 
district

Total sale of 
RBM in M3 (in 

lacs) 
2021-22

Total sale of 
RBM in M3 (in 

lacs) 
2022-23

1 Swarna Dehradun Dehradun .197 .10

2 Jakhan 1 Dehradun
Dehradun

.616 1.06

3 Rawasan 1 Haridwar Haridwar .571 1.24

4 Rawasan 2 Haridwar Haridwar 1.005 2.28

5 Kotawali Haridwar Haridwar .412 0.76

6 Ganga 
bhogpur

Haridwar Haridwar .270 -

7 Ganga 
bishanpur

Haridwar Haridwar .163 -

8 Ganga 
shyampur

Haridwar Haridwar .323 -





▪ Revenue is collected from chugaan for several 
purposes such as Royalty, Road tax, Transit 
fee, GST, weighing charge, RFID charge, CA, 
river training, income tax, development  fee, 
van nigam expenditure, corpus, DMF etc.

▪ Gaula Corpus

▪ CA & RT

























Royalty rates-

▪ Gaula River -8.50/ quintal

▪ Kosi & Dabka River- 8.00/quintal

▪ All other rivers- 7.00/quintal

new royalty rates.pdf


E ravanna (2016)
▪ dgmappl.uk.gov.in (Mining Lease Monitoring 

System Version 2.0)
▪ dgmuk.gov.in
▪ Dealer registration
▪ eMM11/eJprapatra (proof that royalty has been 

paid and material has been purchased from 
authorized source)

▪ Mining Guard App
▪ QR code
▪ Sms
▪ Number
▪ Time
▪ Destination





➢ The Supreme Court of India has passed judgement in the civil appeal no.
14874 of 2017 recently. The relevant paras of the judgement are as follows :-

▪ Page No. 186 of the judgement-

▪ I(a) The crushing of stones, stone boulders into stone grits, stone
chips and stone dust does not result into a new commodity different from
forest produce. The crushed materials continue to be stone and retain
their nature of forest produce.

▪ III…….We however, clarify that for an item to be treated as forest
produce, its origin may be in any forest..

▪ IV. The forest has to be understood according to its dictionary meaning
which covers the statutory recognised forest and also shall include any area
regarded as forest in the Government record irrespective of the ownership The
meaning of forest cannot be restricted only to reserve forests, protected forests
and village forests.

▪ Thus as per the Supreme Court Order the state is free to levy transit
fees on processed material of stocks and crushers. Also the transit fees is
currently being levied on forest produce originating from reserve forest area
only. Though as per the Supreme Court Order it can be levied on RBM
originating from civil forest and van panchayat also.



Mining outside RF

▪ Mines & Mineral Development & Regulation 
Act  1957 (MMDR Act)

▪ Mining in revenue areas is conducted by 
KMVN  in Kumaon Mandal & GMVN in 
garhwal Mandal

▪ eTender/ eAuction of mining lots (2017).



Case Study

▪ Amendment in rule 3 of minor mineral 
(concession) rules 2001 by Uttarakhand minor 
mineral (concession) (amendment) rules 2021 
dated 28.10.2021

▪ Quashed by Hon HC of Uttarakhand on 26th

September 2022 (WP 2909(MS)/2021 
Satyendra kumar Tomar vs State of 
Uttarakhand & others)



MMDR Act

▪ Specified minerals in schedule 1 part A 
(energy minerals, coal&lignite) & B (Atomic 
minerals eg. Li, Be, Ti, Ur etc)

▪ Schedule 1 part (metallic & non metallic 
Minerals)

▪ Schedule 2 (Rates of Royalty)

▪ Schedule 3 (Rates of dead rent)

▪ Schedule 4 (notified minerals, bauxite, iron 
ore, manganese etc.)



DMF Rules 2017

▪ 25 percent of the royalty (in addition to the 
royalty) to be deposited in the district mineral 
foundation.

▪ 12th January 2015
▪ Applicable on all kind of minerals.
▪ Earlier Executive committee was headed by Hon 

incharge Minister of the district now it is headed 
by DM.

▪ Management committee headed by DM of the 
district.

▪ Welfare works preferably near mining areas.



Secondary Mineral policy 2015

▪ 61 minerals declared as secondary minerals.

▪ Soap stone, dolomite, barite etc.

▪ For 25yrs & 50yrs.

▪ Transferable to legal heirs. Transferable to 
others on transfer fee.

▪ Minimum area 2ha for own land, 5ha 
minimum for revenue land.



River Dredging policy 2021

▪ Applicable to areas which are prone to 
disaster due to flooding & erosion.

▪ Identification of areas by a committee led by 
SDM

▪ Allotment by open auction.

▪ Maximum permissible depth 3m

▪ 1/4th on both sides to be left, 100m from 
bridges.



Thanks
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